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Contenporary Formation of Mazar :
Story of a Bengali Muslim Sadhika (Part 4)

Masahiko Togawa



Abstract

This essay through the statement of a Muslim Sadhika, Mariam Begum,
illuminates the mystetious religious realm of Bangladesh. In the previous
episodes, we came to know that, in course of going through the steps of
Sadhana, Mariam had come across various super-natural happenings,
such as, she had viewed the appearance of Ma Kali, a goddess of Sanatan
religion. She also experienced the feel of rebirth. This essay, through
some practical activities at the Mausoleum of Lalon Sain, draws our
attention to a clear feeling that the existence of the Sadhikas like Mariam
will soon disappear from Bangladesh. This episode of the essay
documents and analyzed Mariam’s conversation with the people like
Police, Army and RAB, Islami Shariat follower Maulovi, Hafij-Qari and
Imams. Thus, the mystery behind her Sadhana reveals. The essay based
on ethnographic field research states the challenging struggle of Mariam
amidst Bangladeshi socio-cultural, religio-political and bureaucratic
power structure.
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