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Abstract

Alan Dundes is an internationally well known folklorist and theorist.
This article named “Texture, Text and Context” is from his one of
prominent books of theory Inferpreting Folklore (Indiana University
Press, 1980) which has been translated into Bangla considering its
significance for the folklorists of Bangladesh who truly intend to
capture rich Bangladeshi folklore for analyzing to identify the unique
facets of Bangladeshi culture. This milestone piece in the field of
folklore study criticises the conventional method of defining folklore by
means of external criteria, such as ‘the way in which folklore is
transmitted’. He suggests that a serious folklore collector must record
texture, text and context for explaining the meaning of any form of
folklore. Neither text nor texture nor context alone or leaving any of
these levels of analysis, collection of folklore becomes meaningless.
The text collected in original dialect including notes and tone as well as
gestures may bring meaning to global arena when texture and context
together with all of the in-depth features are clearly documented. Other
chapters of this book in Bangla translation will soon appear on the
Bbabanagara journal latterly.
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