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Abstract

This article is about songs as mirrors of sectarian scissions. They reflect
the reasens why in the final decades of the 19th century, Bengal witnessed
a thizomatic appearance of religious movements which were not previously
defined individually and demarcated with a separate name. These religious
communities - for example those that came to be known as Baul, Sahajiya,
Kartabhaja, Matua etc. ace formed by low-caste or so-called ‘untouchable’ people
from subaltern milieus. They sprouted and often claim to be originated from a
religious substratum known as Bengali Vaishnavism, or Caitanya Vaishnavism.
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What was the impact of these newly created cuiteria to define who is a proper
Vaishnava and who is not? How were these criteria accepted or contested by
the groups that were excluded from the formation of a modern Vaishnava
identity? Most studies seem to treat Baul, Darbes, or Sahajiya communities
in general, as passive recipients of urhan elites’ condemnations. By contrast,
I aim to show that these lineages were not simply excluded from the process
of institution-making, but that connections and dialogues (although of an
unequal and asymmetrical type) and responses to each other’s criticism, shaped
the formation of these modern Bengali religious identities, in relational terms.
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