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Abstract

Viidyasundara is a romantic poem of Medieval Bangla literature. It is
based on the love affair between ptincess Vidya and scholar poet and
teacher Sundara. The ofigin of this literary legend is Chaurapanchashika
composed in Sanskrit by 11th century Kashmiri poet Bilhana. It is in
fact the self-interpretation of the poet’s own love affair with princess
Vidya whom Bilhana taught scholatly disciplines including Kamasutra.
Bharatchandra Ray Gunakar, 18th century Bengali poet, wrote the most
noted Bangla poetry on the love stoty of Vidya and Sundara and it was
included in his Annadamangale. However, the catena of Vidyasandara
continues long eras in the traditional course of Bangla literature.

Dwija Sridhar and Shah Birid Khan ate two notable 16 century
poets (probably the catliest} of this catena. They wete patronized by
the Muslim rulers of the then Gaura and Arakan kingdoms respectively.
Their defective manuscripts were found in Chattogram, and there
is a study written by Ahmad Sharif in 1957. Japanese researcher
Makoto Kitada compared the texts of Sridhar and Shahbirid, found in
Chattogram, with two Vidyasundar manuscripts found in Nepal. One is
wiitten in a mixture of Newati, Bengali and Devanagari sctipts, while
the other in Newad script. As the result of the comparative study, both
turned out to be the wotk by Stidhar, This fact indicates that Bengali
language once played an important role of lingua franca in a wide zone
from Kathmandu to Arakan, under the cultural influence of Gaura. In
his article, Makoto Kitada also includes his observation of the theater
tradition in the village of Pharping located to the south end of the
Kathmandu Valley, and points out a few interesting features common to
the medieval Vidyasundar play.

Reading of the following article of Makoto will be inspiring for the
researchers, scholars and students of Bangla literature and culture to
explore more and more unveiled middle Bangla literary manuscripts still
preserved with care in Nepal.
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// dhandéri, // mina jad //

ahme hoyiya vaidesT kumare, malini ramge 3yilo ujoni nagare, 7 ro milini 2 /

astamgata hailo divakare, malini aju vasa livo tora ghare, 2 ro malini //

pilaha vacana sulocane, milini, nija puyya deho visi-khandi lo 4 lo malini, //
avelalo atithi payiya malini vasa deho dharama cintiya lo he malini //
eta tatva tuhme ke vojhayi, malini, ahme upekhite na juvayilo 2 lo malind //dhru//

tatana ampguli e kare, malini, ramdhana bhojana sija karo he malini //17//
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//riga de§ikha // eka tila gangala //

are, jagata vidita hero, ujayani nagari raja paracanda tathi vikramake§ari 2
purusa—vidusividyi 13jzto kumat, te kitage 3 he kumara tuhme parihard //dhra//
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vaidesi kumara hero tuhmike vujhayi, rija durubara vasa divi-ke darayi //
ate, je va nagata camga Ache kotavire, pat ghara samayiya se karayi vicare //
paradesi paravisi jira ghara pdyi, dpane kariyd $3sti riji-ke jandyi //18//
15 CRT1 Gate seeTl

ST, Tie e (2, Beral 15190 | e 58 S TRerNee=ar
ST (A bt WivE BRI | e ww Wi ¢ s Rokal

T ST SO (PPN -TS “RHIREMAGS -7 To! 4R
MG T | GFB1 R TN (=FF=[7) -7 et BIBIRE (Sena-dudd B.)-ag
AEPEIE TLATE | PRERZ @AFT RIS a3t (= Sbob ¥, )-4 ARSI [
SIe AN T | 9% BT WS 37 Ay |

WA 4R, AT TS e, TSR e ©I% A (@i 1z e
RIS T (Sebd-dbde Y.)-F AT Bedifre | ¥ R 53w
I “RATREe=IcT it Wi, 5% 01 g @32 |

BTy, T~ Vot oie GRS | qoReE T SRR
SR T SRR WS AgEHeTE e wrvietE JamEe w4
TS #TF I°

€% SJRTS TR AK A AU IR (ST Witz | 9% AR
Pt IET N 2 |

THIRA: (NPT TP w

// ahe prinesvari, kotira vedhilo, ekhane ki updya kalivo,, hari2 he
prane§vard suno, //

he prineévara kaho, //
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// saya sthita kailo cora, ketara vedhiya pure, / hama laiyo vada adbantare, // <Song 107b>
// ghe prageévari, kotala vedhilo, hamara, avasya, avastha haye, he pranesvari suno, //
prane$vara dhirja karo, //
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samputypa hoyilo kila, vahire dake kotavala, / janma moke deho alipgage, //
cha-misero pamtha hailo, 3siy mililo tote, / yethi vidhi hoyilo mora vime, //
bhujito samsara sukha, eka mana lige dubkha / tuhme mane nahi darasane, // <Song 107c>

mitilo, amala, ekhane kala samputyna hailo, tave turira sane, darasana nahi hoye,
cka viara amike, dlimgana, madhu pana deho, //
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gji-ho kanaka-campa, jene ripavati, / tanu-romarifi mukhi, kamala-adhipad, //

cintiya achilo suya, madana arase, / pramada guniya vidya, uthilo tarase, //
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sampidya bihu-yugalena pibimi vaktram unmattavan-madhukarah kamalam yathestam //
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@  The first verse is the Bengali translation of the third verse of the Caurapancaika in
Tadpatrikar’s edition:
adyapi 2 yadi punal) kamalakgin pasyami pivara-payodhara-bhira-khinoam /
sampidlya babu-yugalena pibimi vaktram unmattavan-madhukarah kamalam yathegtam //
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