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Abstract

This artcle, adapted and expanded from the author’s MA thesis, treats the
mention of Mansur al-Hallaj’s name and stoty of declating “I am the Truth”
(ami satya) in the songs of Fakir Lalon Sai (d. 1899). The article starts with a
survey of some of the principle scholarship on Hallaj in English and French,
and then builds on this scholarship to also analyze the way Mansur al-Hallaj’s
life and legend of martyrdom was integrated into a Bengali folk tradition like
the Baul Fakirs of Bengal. Translations of two of Lalon’s songs, one translation
by Carol Salomon and one by Keith Cant, are included alongside the original
text, and special attention is given to privileging of esoteric (batin) hermeneutics
in Lalon’s sengs. The article closes with some brief consideration of the
way Lalot’s interpretation of Hallajs story also resonates with an embodied
understanding of Tantric alchemy.
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What message

did the Prophet pass on to this world
from one heatt to another?

Find out from a murshid.
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The heart’s message is in hearts;
the Book’s message, in the Book.
Whichever way your mind goes
that’s where you end up.

The Prophet didn’t tell the message
to sophists and wicked men.

He locked the message away

and taught ShatT'a to them.

If they had heatd the message,

all those pious souls, servants of God,
would have been saints, for sure,

and impaled on the stake by morons,
as happened to Mansur.

Search the commentary called Tafsir Hosni,
You'll find the gist of the Mathnaw,

The whole message is written there in code.
These words arc not Lilan’s own.
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What am “I” - if that is known

then my striving will be complete.

The meaning of the word “I” is profound.
In me there is no more “L.7

In the endless market of the city
they shout, “I, I1”

Not thinking about my owa “1,”

I tead scripture almost like 2 madman.

This Mansur Hallaj Fakir

had said, “T am the truth.”

'This is approved as the Lord’s law,

but can its meaning be found in the in Shari‘a?

“By my will, arise.” “By God’s will, arise.”
The Lotd’s comtmand

is that these two “I”-s be partners.

Lalan says this is riddle is revealed

at the teacher’s abode.”
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A “Quand Satan dit, « Je vaux mieux que lui (= Adam) », c’est qu'en effet, il ne voyait pas
d’autre amoureux (jaloux de I'Unité divine) que lui-méme. Quand Pharaon dit « Je ne vous ai
pas enseipné d’autre divinité que med », c’est qu'il ne connaissait petsonne, parmi son peuple,
qui slit discemner le vral davec le faux. Bt moi, quand jai dit « 51 vous ne Le connaissez pas,
reconnaissez-Le 4 Ses signes, me voici Son signel fio rwds Ja 17#nid » Cest je n'ai jamais cessé et ne
cesseral jamais de réaliser la Vérité. — Or, mon ami et mon maftre, ce sont Satan et Pharaon;
Satan a é6é précipisd, alles déployées, en enfer, sans s’8tre rétracté; Pharaon a été englouti dans

......

crucifié, amputé des mains et des pieds, je ne me suis pas rétractél”



Yesb SRR, T 033

QIR TP TR MR T (T T (&, 9% 187 aRsrgm Aoy
[CACR | (T ST T RCHCR | e, =rierey {3 *RAree 371 < P
T SR SR < Iy ¢ oee Theaee |

T @ W

QT L2 qF TS IR, AT QTS WP A TP ©F W
<TG T | (ST YIS BT TIRGT AN AT 7 GT 5 ST IR
N AT e T T Wew Rredee oiRRE | i ot R dive
RS I @, T GIw P SFPRE BEwie (Jildak) e
TS TN YT TR | o7 FRSE (FIPW, qasida) T TReT “w{iai=
TR R AN TR F R, AT TGRSR G ™ | ISR 7
TS AHTEV (XM (Bayazid Bastami), CTRRNGTMAT (Subtawardi), BIT
QIO IR T “TFTE” (“the Great Work”)- G5! LS 4641
RO R SR | I B0 (U RIS o) SIS “ AR ot (F
HILEFTE AR RS SRBIE HCF #* (R T G761 i AR
Trmie (RS dsae [$523], vao) |

S IET (YT TS CATCACRA | AN JEET CF, T AP b1 A (F7777-
MFET 8¥, o, S@0) “ATIAR” T “=ARF” It “FioRF” Fw oA
CoTATR | ST AN T AN SR e G oo FIE e -
Hlee AT B (A A, (7 (LRI G O <1 2H 8 97 I/ &
@ IF TP ” (X039, b4} | YA J TR JOS A FEEHT “ AP -
AT T W = To TReT 71, AT W @7 R ek (w91 TR
ST TR (AT AR (STIET Sbdy, Roov) | RE I AT (T JFw
% “TFIRI” 2T NG (RTTH WANTT AH TETI ARIAT TS (TS RS |
T FICES HPCR N S AR I F I W aRe | TS g 0%
BT @ = EF T 58 Y7 R T (FIAGH S558, TATHSE 2038,
GHCRT 2058) |

% ST (T PG TR S oA T TSI S WA @ I16eT-
R W00 AP GREE LR et GTor e ATk | S S e
CHCE QACET FUE AR, SF @ WERNHE BET qeAee | “IheiRr
RS- TREH T RES ST 20 wigs AP Sa St Tl



I ST : FEW © IS S¢ad

TR | AR “HIR 7Sy 1 PR Lo (0 IR o e
TN WICE WA 2RI ST WL RS WA RO 8 ¢oiro o ez |
QEITCE e 0 P SARRe W F1E HoeE W iRt & |

[T T I AA0H TR T W GG, ol AR | % T AT
I .. TR T | QLT ST SIPIzae B AgToie e SR T
T TN | SN R @, AT (I O (e 9 AR S sREE Mg
SRYTS WiHe THE ORI - ¥ &, FE]

Sl

S8, 8. 200 Y. Bawl phakir kathc. Kolkata: Loksamskfi o adibasi samskrti kendra,

g, B Cantd, Keith. 2019. “Islamic Esotericism in the Bengali Baul Songs of Lilan Fakir”
Correspondences 7 (1): 109-65.

%, Y Cantd, Keith. 2015, Thewrgy and the Snake: The Yoga Kalandar and Bengali Sufiom. Saarbriicken,
Germany: Lambert Academic Publishing.

Capwell, Charles, 1986. The Munic of the Bénls of Bengal. Kent, Ohio: Kent State University Press.

T2 Corbin, Henry. 1964, Histire de Ja philosophie islamigue. Vol. T: Des otigines jusqu'a la mort
d’Averroés (1198). Bussiére, Saint-Amand (Ches): Gallimard.

W Das, Rehul Petet. 1992, “Problematic Aspects of the Sexual Rituals of the Bauls of Bengal.”
Josrnal of the Amserican Orisntad Socisty 112 (3): 388-432.

T, SRS @ Frewi T, eds. 1958. Lakw-Gitik Calcutta: Calcutta University.

TRAUETSs Djurdjevic, Gordan. 2014, India and the Ocondi: The Tnfluence of Sowth Asian Spirituality on
Modern Western Occnltism. New York: Palgrave Macmillan.

&I Ghosh, Raul. 2020. “Locating ‘Biuldom " in the Word Baul: A Postscript to the “Problematic
Aspects of the Sexual Ritnals of the Bauls of Bengal” In Wage Darchs Tabyrinih:
Festechrift Zu Ebren von Rabul Peter Da, edited by Carmen Brandt and Hans Harder, 109-
140, CrossAsia E-Publishing,

T Gunther, |. Daniel 2014, Opar lishymicune. Austtialia: Collective 777 / Art Guild of Ordo
Templi Orientis Australia.

IS 8 HE Halli, al-Husayn ibn Mangit, and Carl W, Ernst. 2018, Halla: Pogors of a Saff Marayr,
Evanston, Illinois: Northwestern University Press.

WA Hanssen, Kristin. 2018. Women, Religion and the Body in Sowih Asz: Living with Bengali Basls,
Routledge South Asian Religion Series 9. New York: Routledge, Taylor & Francis Group.

&7 Hayes, Glen. 2000. “The Necklace of Immortality: A Seventeenth-Century Vaigava-Sahajiys Text.” In
Toanira irs Praciies, edited by David Gordon White, 308-26, Oxford: Princeton University Press,

ISTAR Holdrege, Batbara A. 2015, Bbak# and Embodiment: Fashioning Divine Bodies and Devorional
Bodies in Krsna Bhaksi. New York: Routledge.

VILAN Hubert, Thibaut d°. 2018. In #he Shade of the Golden Palace: Alaol and Middle Bengaki Postics in
Arakay. New York: Oxford University Press,

FAM Trani, Ayesha, 2016. “The Prophetic Principle of Light and Love: Nir Mubammad in Early
Bengali Literature. ™ Edited by Wendy Doniger. History of Redpions 55 (4): 391-428.

At T, Salet] Nath. 1995, “Carl-Candra Bhed: Use of the Four Moons.” In Mind, Bady, and Socety: Lifs and



Yoo UEHAR, BH 00

Mentafty in Colonial Bengal, translated by Jeanne Openshaw: Calcutta: Oxford University Press.

_HE Knight, Lisa 1. 2011, Contradictory Lives: Bawl Women in India and Bangladesh. New York: Oxford
University Press.

CAICTAN Larea, Carola Brika. 2018, “ Pregnant Males, Barren Mothers, and Relipious ‘Transvestism: Transcending
Gender in the Songs and Practices of "Heterodox” Bengali Lineages.™ Agian Edmokgy 77 (1 & 2);
165-213.

CITRAT Lorea, Carola Erika. 2016, Foelklore, Religion and the Songs of a Bengali Madman: A Jowrngy Batween
Performance and the Politics of Cultural Representation. Leiden: Brill

WIS Massignon, Louis. 1975. La Passion de Husayn Ton Mansér Hallgy. Fout vols. Patis: Gallimard,
First published 1922,

PP Miskawayh, Ahmad Ibhn-Muhammad, and Costantine K. Zurayk. 2002. The Refinement of
Charaster =: Tabdbib al-Akblag, Chicago, Tlinois: Great Books of the Islamic World, Firse
published 1967-68.

WU Openshaw, Jeanne, 2002, Sesking Bawls of Bewgal University of Cambridge Osental
Publications 60. Cambridge, UK; New York: Cambridge University Press.

TR Roberts, Gareth G. 1994, The Mirror of Alchensy: Alehemsical Tdeas and Insages in Manuseripts and
Books from Antiguity to ihe Seventeenth Cantsery. London: British Library.

A Roy, Asim. 1983, The Ikamic Syncretistic Tradition in Bengal New Delhi: Sterling Publishers.

FIRIF Saif, Liana, 2019, “What Ts Tehurmic Esotericism, ” Cormsgoedosar 7 (1): 1-59,

FNEF Saif, Liana. 2015, The Arabic Infiwences on Barly Modern Oceulé Philosoply. Palgrave Historical
Studies in Witcheraft and Magic, New York, NY: Palgrave Macmillan,

SIS Salomon, Carol. 2017. City of Mirrars: Songs of Lalan 8. Bdited by Keith Cantid and Saymon
Zalkatia, South Asia Research, New York: Oxford University Press.

HOMHAA Salomon, Carol. 2012, “On the Concept of Sharfat in Baul Songs.” I Skedies in Bengaki
Langwage, Literature and Culture (1978-2009). Seattle: compiled by Richard Salomon.

AT Salomon, Carol. 1995. “Baul Songs.” In Rekpions in India in Practice, edited by Donald Lopez,
187-208. Pdnceton, NJ: Ponceton Univetsity Press.

RPN Salomon, Carol, 1991, “The Cosmogonic Riddles of Lilan Fakir.” In Gender, Genrs and Power
in South Asian Expressive Traditions, edited by A Appadurai, F Korom, and M Mills, 267-
304, Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press.

PITE Schimmel, Annemarie. 1975, Mystical/ Dimensions of Iskam. Chapel Hill: University of North
Carolina Press.

GTEEET Sedgwick, Mark. 2019. *Islamic and Western Esotericism.” Corrsspondences 7 (1): 2T7-T9.

IR, & S 1968, Lalan S o Lalan Gtk 2 vols. Dhaks: Bangla Academy.

B Urban, Hugh. 1999. “The Politics of Madness: The Construction and Manipulation of the
‘Baul’ Image in Modern Bengal " Journal of Sonth Asian Studies 22 (1): 13-46.

GHIED White, David Gordon, 2006, Kisr of she Yogink “Taniric Sex” in s South Asian Contacts,
Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

GHET White, David Gordon, 1996, The Akbemizal Body: Siddba Tradstions in Medieval Tndia, Chicago:
University of Chicago Press.



